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Report warns of ‘catastrophic failure’

Collegian file photo

Workers stand outside the deteriorating WTLO tower while staring at a 200-square-foot void on the side of the
building after a storm pulled the bricks off the wall in March 2016.

Structural issues raise safety concerns about NW campus
JUAN IBARRA

editor-in-chief

In December 2016, an engineer’s
report detailed concerns to the college about the aging facades on several NW Campus buildings, saying
that they could possibly lead to “catastrophic failure.”
The report, from engineering firm
Huitt-Zollars titled the Northwest Campus Facade Assessment, has never been
publicly released, and TCC officials haven’t revealed many of the specific details in the assessment to the public. The
Collegian obtained it through an open
records request.

“A failure may not
happen tomorrow, but
there is no guarantee
that it will not, which
adds to the urgency
of addressing these
concerns.”
Northwest Campus Facade
Assessment
by engineering firm Huitt-Zollars

Reginald Gates, vice chancellor
for communications and external affairs, did not respond to requests seeking comment.
Findings show that while the buildings are structurally sound, the 40-plusyear-old brick facades have issues such
as missing brick ties, rust on studs and
tracks, and mold in several areas.
A storm with high winds in the
spring of 2016 tore off a large section
of bricks from the WTLO building. No
injuries were reported then, and no one
has been hurt since then after scaffolding was put in place to protect students.
But the assessment showed the risk of
bricks falling from the facade still existed as of the time of the report.
See Facade, page 5
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Technology, fire truck amid approvals at meeting
JILL BOLD

managing editor

The TCC board of trustees
held a short meeting, approving
continued contracts for technology
maintenance, campus repairs and
more training equipment Oct. 24.
Before the agenda items were
up for consideration and approv-

al from the board, president of
the board Conrad Heede called to
order the meeting with no public
comments and unanimous approval
of the past meetings’ minutes.
The previous governance
meeting allowed for extensive
questioning, discussion and debate
time to flesh out the ideas and proposals presented to the board.
“We’ve already discussed

them in full, so if we are very brief
tonight, it’s because we’ve had a
full discussion a week and a half
ago,” said Heede.
Board of trustees member Bill
Greenhill outlined the audit and
finance report before summarizing
recent board member training.
He also reminded the board
and meeting attendees to get to the
ballot box and cast a vote on the

bond proposal.
“I’d like to encourage you to
go out and vote,” Greenhill said.
Heede took the time to echo
Greenhill’s message to go out and
vote on the bond proposal that will
allot $825 million for TCC.
“This election is probably not
going to be well-attended, there aren’t going to be a lot of votes, so we
urge you to go out because every

vote is important,” Heede said.
Four board members attended the Association Of Community
College Trustees Leadership Congress Oct. 16-19 in San Francisco,
which is the largest professional
development opportunity for community college trustees, presidents
and other leaders.
“It was very helpful for me
See Board Meeting, page 4
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TRINITY RIVER

Trick-or-treating
takes over TCC

Photos by Christian Garza/The Collegian

A child dresses up as Disney’s
Tinkerbell during the event.

A little girl dressed as Dorothy
fills her basket with treats.

TR surgical services coordinator Christina Blevins represents the surgical technology program while
playing with slime during Trick-or-Treat Down Main Street on TR Campus Oct. 25.

SOUTH

Achievement has no age limit
GUNNER YOUNG
campus editor

Joseph Serrata/The Collegian

South Campus history instructor Jacqueline Tinkler, 75, is teaching
her first college classes this fall after getting her Ph.D. in history.

Not many people can say they
have lived abroad, worked as a professional artist and taught children
at a psychiatric hospital, but South
Campus history professor Jacqueline
Tinkler can, and she recently added a
Ph.D. to that list at the age of 74.
“Jacqueline decided, at a time
when many people are focused on
retirement, to start a new chapter of
her life and she’s succeeding,” said
history professor Lee Snaples.
“I love learning, I just love it,”
Tinkler said. “If there were some
other degrees, I would be doing that
right now.”
She got her first associate degree in interior design and worked in
a design firm.
“It was perfect when I was rais-

ing my children because I had control of my time,” Tinkler said.
After 20 years working in interior design, she moved to Vietnam
with her then-husband and lived
there for eight months in the midst
of the Vietnam War.
“It was the best learning experience I ever had,” she said.
Tinkler attended the University of Texas at Arlington, where she
completed her master’s and doctorate degrees in history.
“I would realize that I really
missed not being there [school] and
I’d come back,” she said.
Last spring, she completed her
doctorate specializing in transatlantic immigration history at UTA, and
the road to achieving it was not easy,
Tinkler said.
“I was afraid because of my age
they weren’t going to let me into the
Ph.D. program,” Tinkler said.

Out of the 23 applicants in her
class, she was one of the four chosen
for the program.
“If you want to learn about the
world you live in, it’s never too late
to learn about it,” Tinkler said.
She now teaches history classes on South Campus, and her passion for learning and history makes
teaching easy.
“I asked how many of them
[her students] are here just because
[they] have to be,” Tinkler said. “ A
lot of them raised their hands, and I
said ‘We’re going to change that.’”
Her teaching philosophy is simple but effective: make the learning
fun, she said.
“It should be exciting,” Tinkler
said. “The world is opening up to
you in new ways and for a teacher to
teach in a way that’s boring … that’s
not a teacher, at least not the kind of
teacher I want to be.”

NORTHWEST

Students stand up
to oppose violence
TAYLOR MCMAHAN
reporter

Home is supposed to be a
place of security and support, but
for millions around the country it
is anything but a sanctuary.
Stereotypes abound: Only
women from the “bad” part of
town experience domestic violence. If a woman is abused by a
significant other, they probably did
something to aggravate the perpetrator and deserved what they got.
The truth is that domestic violence is an equal opportunity scourge affecting thousands
of women, and to a lesser extent,
men, across good and bad neighborhoods according to Primo Prevention LLC.
It’s a crime and punishable by
law to abuse one’s spouse.
In observance of National Domestic Violence Awareness Month,
NW advising and counseling part-

nered with the director of student
conduct and prevention education
Leon Minor to host These Hands
Don’t Hurt Oct. 22.
The National Domestic Violence Hotline broadly defines domestic violence as a “pattern of
behaviors used by one partner to
maintain power and control over
another partner in an intimate relationship.”
This definition of domestic violence includes physical and sexual abuse, emotional manipulation
as well as economic deprivation.
In an effort to brand domestic
violence as the menace it is, students were invited to write their
name or a meaningful message on
a hand-shaped paper cut-out and
place it on the window as a pledge
to never let their hands hurt another person.
Christina Martinez, NW special services coordinator, said they
wanted to host this event because
this topic is something that many
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NW student Denise White receives paper handprints to place on the wall as a promise to never commit
domestic violence. A table was set up Oct. 22 in the WSTU breezeways for domestic violence awareness.
students have either experienced
first-hand or know someone affected by domestic violence.
After the pledge was made,
students were given a purple (the
color of the cause) bag full of pamphlets on varying resources in English and Spanish.
Fliers for the I Can Still Shine
program for women and children,
tips for spotting human trafficking,

and Tarrant County Women’s Center were all included in the bag.
Victim’s assistance, a department in the TCC Police Department, was also at the table to hand
out information on various issues,
such as drug use and alcoholism.
“We are just trying to let students know that we are here for
them, and we have the resources
that can help,” Martinez said.

Advising and counseling offer
confidential personal counseling as
well as several referrals to outside
organizations, NW counselor Jim
Sherwood said.
Anyone experiencing domestic violence can reach out to TCC
advising and counseling or call the
National Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-7233 or TTY
1-800-787-3224.
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Events honor veterans
DANG LE

campus editor

Collegian file photo

All physical TCC campuses are hosting a variety of events centered
around the celebration of veterans’ service from Nov. 11-14.

Northeast Veterans Lunch
Nov. 12: noon - 2:30 p.m.
Nov. 13: noon - 2:30 p.m.
Nov. 14: 10 a.m. - noon
Veterans Resource Center

Trinity River Veterans Week Breakfast
Nov. 13: 9-10:30 a.m.
Actions Suites TRTR 4202

Northwest Veteran and Military-Connected
Student Appreciation Breakfast
Nov. 12: 7:30-9 a.m.
WSTU 2414A

TR will host a discussion on
how black soldiers were needed
during the Civil War to serve in the
military, and how they were treated as less than human after returning home during Forgotten: The
Post-Emancipation Black Civil
War Veteran Experience on Nov.
12 from 2:30-3:30 p.m. in River
Room TRTR 1020.
“Helping students understand
the full picture of American history
can create a greater appreciation for
those who’ve served and the full
journey to continue to better the
veteran experience,” said TR director of counseling Dr. Deidra Turner.
All five physical TCC campuses will host various events to
honor veterans from Nov. 11-14.
Veterans Observance Ceremony will be held in the SE Main
Commons on Nov. 11 at 11 a.m.
The Veterans Luncheon will follow
the ceremony at noon in the library
classroom to end the day.
NW will host the Veterans Day
Spotlight Presentation on Nov. 11 at
12:30 p.m. in the Walsh Library.

The campus also holds the Veteran Boots to Suits on Nov. 14 from
9:30-11:30 a.m. in WACB 1123 to
provide veteran students with handson career preparation, networking
opportunities and help with reintegration into the workforce.
Among events on TR Campus,
National Roll Call Nov. 11 from
1-2 p.m. in Action A TRTR 4202A.
is an opportunity to read the names
of those who are deceased and remind attendees of the importance
of remembering the fallen.
TR also holds the Grit Challenge Nov. 14 for TCC community
to compete in physical challenges 9
a.m.-2 p.m. in the back lawn.
On NE Campus, all students,
faculty and staff can bring their
military-connected individual to
Honor Your Veteran from 12:303:30 p.m. in NSTU center corner.
The event will honor veteran students, veterans in students’
families and celebrate the Marine
Corps’ birthday.
Celebrating Women in the
Military event will have a group
of women speakers to share their
experiences in active duty services
3-5 p.m. Nov.13 in NLIB 2102.
“Women will have different ex-

periences with basic training in active-duty services,” said NE veterans
counselor Christopher Hunt. “Because it is different, sometimes there
are more challenges and barriers.”
South Campus will hold the
Veterans Day Celebration lunch
in the Vets Success and Student
Union (SSTU) dining hall 12:30-2
p.m. Nov. 11.
“Our goal this year is to honor,
celebrate and educate,” said South
veteran counselor Valerie Groll.
Fort Worth Aviation Museum
donated a cobra helicopter used
during the Vietnam War to display
in the event.
To celebrate TCC has been
acknowledged as a Purple Heart
designation for exemplifying service to students who received this
prestigious medal, this event will
recognize students who have this
highest military-connected honor
on South Campus.
The event will also kick off
Toys for Tots, a program by the
Marine Corps to collect toys and
distribute them to less fortunate
children at Christmas.
The SSTU building will continue accepting toy donations
through Dec. 3.

SOUTHEAST

Safety concerns for female students brought to light
DELANEY DRUMRIGHT
reporter

For women at any college, the
fear of sexual assault and harassment is real. Fortunately, TCC offers a variety of resources to help
women combat this concern, but
awareness is also important.
According to the Rape, Abuse
& Incest National Network, 23.1%
of female undergraduate students
experience either sexual assault or

rape, and women within the ages of
18-24 are three times more likely to
be subject to this.
TCC’s website offers tips to
get help and protect students.
The sexual misconduct protocol includes strategies for responding to acts of misconduct, as well
as training and education programs
to identify misconduct and learn
how to report it and gives the information for Title IX coordinators on
each campus.
It even offers an app that al-

lows access to all TCC Title IX resources and reporting details.
Being on a college campus
should not be a scary place, according to SE student Makenzee Aston.
“I feel OK walking to class,
never second guess my surroundings,” Aston said. “I feel like walking to class is safer than walking
to my car. Walking to my car, I
always checked my back and surroundings 24/7 even while getting
into my car.”
Feeling unsafe while doing

campus events
Oct. 31

Nov. 1-2

TR East Fork Gallery will host the Eduardo Aguilar: Characters and Creatures
exhibition. Professor Emeritus Eduardo
Aguilar will explore portraiture in this
exhibition. The demonstration is free
and open to the public. Contact Angel E.
Fernandez at angel.fernandez@tccd.edu
or 817-515-1371.

Various learning centers will be present to talk to students at the Northeast
Learning Centers open house about
achieving success from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
in NACB 1114 on NE Campus. For
more information, contact Elizabeth
Parrish at elizabeth.parrish@tccd.edu
or 817-515-6677.

A few selected works by Suzan-Lori
Parks will be performed on stage by the
South Campus theater program 7:309:30 p.m. in SPAC 1100 on South Campus. Contact Lindy Benton-Muller at
melinda.benton@tccd.edu or 817-5154717.

Nov. 1

Nov. 4

Oct. 31 - Nov. 1

TR community education and engagement in collaboration with Tarrant
County Public Health will host the
Weighing on Wellness class for the current obesity epidemic, the causes and
consequences of obesity 11:30 a.m.-1
p.m. in TREF 4314 on TR Campus.
Light lunch will be provided. Contact
Robert Munoz at robert.munoz@tccd.
edu or 817-515-1004.

Student activities and the OLAS student organization are hosting a Dia De
Los Muertos celebration. Students can
take advantage of face painting, snacks
and other entertainment 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
in NE Student Center North Hallway on
NE Campus. Contact Michelle Taylor at
michelle.taylor@tccd.edu or 817-5156560.

The Heart of North Texas Conference
hosted by the Northeast Leadership
Forum and to have many guest speakers,
focusing on the future of NE Tarrant
County 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at NRH Centre.
Breakfast and lunch are provided and
admission is $45. RSVP via email to eli.
mercer@tccd.edu or hannah.searsy@
tccd.edu.

Day of the Dead - The Altar: Homenaje
a Frida Kahlo will pay tribute to Frida
Kahlo and her contributions to art and
women empowerment 8 a.m.-10 p.m. at
SE Campus Commons. Contact Maria
Delgado at maria.delgado@tccd.edu or
817-515-3028.

NW music department will host a recital
by Laehyung Woo as a part of the faculty showcase series. The performance
begins at 6 p.m. in WFAB 1105 on NW
Campus. Contact Benson Lee at hon.
lee@tccd.edu or 817-515-7021.

Nov. 5
The Tipi Tellers will present at the Native American Heritage Through Storytelling event Nov. 5 from 12:30-1:30
p.m. in the TR Idea Store. Contact
Kelsey Bratcher at kelsey.bratcher@
tccd.edu or 817-515-1908.
Library Game Night is a chance to
relax before studying for finals. Tabletop games and board games like Settlers of Catan, Scrabble and Uno will
be offered at the library from 6-8 p.m.
in ESED 1212 on SE Campus. Contact
Chelsea Bippert at chelsea.bippert@
tccd.edu or 817-515-3085.
At the Fall Fashion Show and Seasonal Jobs event, students will be modeling professional business attires, and
companies will be present in search
of seasonal employees noon-1:30 p.m.
at NSTU 1615A on NE Campus. Contact NE career services at necareerservices@tccd.edu or 817-515-6692.

Oct. 30 - Nov. 20
Veterans Breakfast Break, sponsored by SE student activities, occurs every
Wednesday and serves continental breakfasts for students, faculty and staff
veterans 8:30-10:30 a.m. in ESCT Hub on SE Campus. Contact Karen Desimone at karen.desimone@tccd.edu or 817-515-3595.

is and actually doing something to
enforce security and take all threats
seriously,” Lopez said.
“You never know what guys
are thinking when you walk by,”
said SE student Landon Rhude.
“It’s just different people, and it
can be really up in the air. I would
never do anything but say hello to
a woman because I just am interested in getting in and getting out.
But I see some guys really chasing
women in the halls to spark conversations. It’s a perspective thing.”

Visit collegian.tccd.edu
for more events.

Oct. 30 - Dec. 7

Oct. 30 - Nov. 1

day-to-day activities, such as going
to class and walking to a car, can
be unsettling. But there are other
ways to harass without talking or
touching a person. RAINN reported 4.2% of students have experienced stalking from a peer since
entering college.
SE student Allie Lopez said
she uses the college resources to try
and stay aware of her surroundings.
“I got alerts on my phone for
incidents happening on campus, so
I guess just seeing the need where it

Industry professionals will provide expertise and job opportunities for students as part of the Pathways Exploration Days Job Fair and Networking
event 9 a.m.-2 p.m. in WSTU 1303-5.
Contact NW career services at nw.
careerservices@tccd.edu or 817-5157785.

Nov. 1
TheraPaws is a session for students to play with registered therapy animals
11 a.m.-1 p.m. in the Library’s Fishtank on TR Campus. Contact Stephanie
Wineman at stephanie.wineman@tccd.edu or 817-515-4524.

Nov. 6
Students and community members
can participate in Toro’s Take Out, a
community market with fresh produce
for those in need 11 a.m.-1 p.m. in
SSTU 1114 on South Campus. Contact
Yolanda Sifuentes at yolanda.sifuentes@tccd.edu or 817-515-4332.

NW career services will offer students
resume assistance for the Aviation,
Transportation, and Logistics Job Fair at
OWTL 1:30-5:30 p.m. on NW Campus.
Contact NW career services at nw.careerservices@tccd.edu or 817-515-7785.

Nov. 9

NW student activities offer a CPR
course to recognize several life-threatening emergencies and to relieve
choking 10 a.m.-2 p.m. in WTLO
4104C. Students will receive a 2-year
CPR certification upon completion.
Open to anyone 16 and older. Admission costs $20. Contact NW health
services at diane.alvarado@tccd.edu
or 817-515-7672.

Travel with the TR Campus to Dallas Baptist University for Patriot Preview, which allows students to tour the
campus, learn about financial aid and
student life from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Transportation and limited space is offered
to those who RSVP. Sign up at the TR
transfer center TREF 1503C to complete the required paperwork. Contact
TR transfer center at TR.Transfer@
tccd.edu or 817-515-1198.

Nov. 7

Nov. 11

Medical director for healthcare improvement at Baylor University John S. Garrett will speak on the opioid crisis and
how to become more informed 1-2 p.m.
in SSTU 2105 on South Campus. Contact Melissa Molenaar at melissa.molenaar@tccd.edu or 817-515-4531.

NW career services and transfer center
will explore and find the perfect job
options from 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. in Water’s Edge Cafe on NW Campus. Contact NW career services at NW.TransferCenter@tccd.edu or 817-515-7785.
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NE Students perform the Cha Cha Slide in the NE courtyard
during Fall Fest. Music and food was available for attendees.

NE President Kenya Ayers (left) dances with students during the annual Fall Fest event Oct. 23.
Clubs, organizations and local businesses were able to share information with students.

NORTHEAST

Fall Fest brings magic
KRISSIA PALOMO
campus editor

The annual Fall Fest event took
place on NE Campus Oct. 23, embracing a Harry Potter theme and
titled “Toro and the Order of the
Trailblazers.”
Running from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.,
the festival allowed students to enjoy
the fall weather outdoors and socialize with other students and organizations.
Vendors, as well as many universities from the area, NE organizations, military branches and even an
organization with information about
the 2020 census, were invited to set
up tables with their merchandise.
Students filled NE courtyard as

a DJ played music that ranged from
the rap hit, “My Type” by Saweetie
to the Halloween song, “Thriller” by
Michael Jackson.
NE student and vendor Chloe
Woolery said when she first heard
about the event, she thought it would
be a good idea to host a booth showcasing various ceramic creations to
raise money for her TCC ceramics
class.
She volunteered at International
Fest, another campus event.
“It helped me get out of my
comfort zone,” Woolery said. “So
I thought, ‘Why not do Fall Fest as
well?’”
One of the organizations present was Psi Beta, the National Honor
Society in psychology.
They saw this as a good oppor-

Board Meeting
because it taught me to understand the business of community colleges,” said board
member Kenneth Barr. “One
of the things I took away was
that Tarrant County College
has its act together better
than just about anybody. This

tunity to hand out student stress tests
and help those interested in making
their own stress balls.
“Our organization tries to help
students know their stress levels,”
NE student Noah Seversike said.
“Then we try to help them by using
things like stress balls.”
Seversike and other members
of the organization thought Fall Fest
would be a good way to reach more
students who might not have time to
attend one of their meetings.
NE student Reilley Flood was
drawn to Fall Fest while walking to
her car after class.
“It was really loud, and I wondered what was going on,” Flood
said. “I think it’s great that TCC tries
to make college fun, even during
midterms.”

Christa Jarvis/The Collegian

NE student Alyse Whitcomb poses for a photo with TCC’s mascot
Toro, who is dressed up in a Harry Potter-themed costume.

(continued from page 1)

district is a leader, we came
away looking very good.”
The board approved
several projects, including replacing original field
bleachers with ADA compliant ones on South campus
and repairs and construction

projects on NW Campus, totaling $1.1 million.
The board approved
technology upgrades and
maintenance for all campuses and renewed the Proctor.
io contract for online courses
for Connect, totaling almost

$3 million in contracts. The
purchase of a new fire truck
for training purposes on NW
Campus was also approved
for just over $500,000.
For each of the 10 items
up for vote by the board, a
designated speaker stood at

a podium facing the board
members, prepared to give
any last-minute explanation
before the vote. One point
of clarification by board
member Barr was the only
comment during the voting
process, which progressed

rapidly as each line item was
approved unopposed in quick
succession by all members in
a public vote.
The next governance
meeting will be held Nov. 14,
and the next board meeting is
Nov. 19.

Why Transfer to Texas
Woman’s University
•

Easy transfer process, and we help maximize
transfer credits

•

Variety of online and face-to-face programs

•

Open to women and men

•

Financial Aid & Scholarships available for
transfer students

•

Family housing available or live off campus if
you’ve earned more than 60 credit hours

•

We know transfer students — nearly half of
TWU’s undergraduate students are transfers

Learn more at TWU.edu/transfer or attend a
recruiting event

EVEN TEXTERS AND DRIVERS
HATE TEXTERS AND DRIVERS.
STOPTEXTSSTOPWRECKS.ORG
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“A failure may not happen tomorrow, but there is no guarantee
that it will not, which adds to the urgency of addressing these concerns,”
according to the report.
Every building on campus was
found to have facade issues, and
none of the buildings met the requirements of the International Energy Conservation Codes due to the
original design and construction.
NW Campus originally was constructed in 1974 with other buildings
added through 1992.
Although some buildings did
not meet modern standards, the construction appears to have followed
common practices at the time, according to the assessment.
Yet one building had an unforeseen problem. The original construction documents for WTLO indicated
that brick ties were to be used to
keep the bricks attached to the walls.
However, when Huitt-Zollars’ engineers investigated the area where
the bricks had fallen, no brick ties
appeared to be present at the WTLO
tower.
“The lack of brick ties, age
and possible unusually severe wind
event all likely had some contribution to the failure but to what degree
each contributed or if some other
factor contributed is not clear,” engineer Dave Kiel said in the field
observation report.
With the exception of three
buildings, it was recommended by
Huitt-Zollars that all buildings remove the brick and replace it with
a new facade to ensure safety and
remain within code.

After the storm
The storm on March 8, 2016
removed 200 square feet of bricks
from the side of the fifth floor of
WTLO and started what would become a multi-year saga of scaffolding, fencing and evaluations.
In May 2016, TCC spent
$192,197 to hire Huitt-Zollars to
evaluate the damage and investigate
whether it would happen again.
The evaluation ended in December of that year with the facade
assessment being given to TCC and
led to a series of reports and recommendations from Huitt-Zollars,
ultimately telling TCC to make some
drastic changes to stay up to code
and to ensure the safety of the students and faculty on NW.
Then in January 2017, shortly
after receiving the assessment, TCC
spent $463,609 to install scaffolding
across NW, which was later renewed
for another 12 months in November
for $356,257, and again for a third
year in December 2018 at the price
of $306,509.
While the scaffolding kept get-

Collegian file photo

The brick facade which fell from the WTLO tower caused $220,884 worth of damage and was the inciting incident that prompted an
evaluation of NW Campus by engineering firm Huitt-Zollars. This led to the discovery of deeper issues with many buildings on campus.
ting renewed, $240,394 was spent on
architecture firm Huckabee and Associates, Inc. and design firm Gensler — both hired for redevelopment
design services.
None of those expenses included the $220,884 spent in May 2016
to repair the initial damage.
All told, at least $1.7 million
was spent between May 2016 and
December 2017 to maintain the
quality of the campus.

Inside the assessment
According to the report, moisture was present between the structure and the brick facade.
And while two-inch air gaps are
recommended to make sure moisture
stays out of the walls, some of the
air gaps found measured less than
one inch.
Although some areas were
missing brick supports, corrugated steel anchors were found within
some walls.
However, at the time of the assessment, corrugated steel anchors
were not allowed by code for any
structures supported by steel studs,
such as the WTLO building on NW.
All of the stair tower elements
also showed signs of brick distress

Joseph Serrata/The Collegian

WTLO tower has been repaired since 2016. And along with the
scaffolding, fencing has been set up to protect pedestrians.

Johnathan Johnson/The Collegian

Scaffolding was installed January 2017, almost a year after the facade collapsed, to keep students
and faculty safe as they walk on campus. It remains in place for the foreseeable future.
with exterior brick stair-step cracking, deteriorated bricks and uneven
surfaces shown along several of the
walls.
Stair-step cracking and separation of the brick and mortar led
to “a lack of expansion and control
joints” for maintaining stress and
movement.
Even at WACB, a later addition
to the campus, stair-step cracking
and distressed bricks were found.
In WHPE, the spacing, patterns
and locations of brick ties and ladders were found to be inconsistent
with modern-day standards.
“The exterior walls of the
swimming pool at the roof level had
severe mortar cracking at the brick
ladders due to the expansion of the
ladders from rust,” engineer Dustin
Chappell said in the report about
WHPE.
In a few locations on WACB,
WSTU, WTLO and WCTS, engineers searched for brick ties and
while they saw some there, a couple
of areas either had no ties or had
ones that were rusted.
Multiple facades needed further
detailed investigations, and the engineers at Huitt-Zollars mentioned that
a protection plan should be put in
place for the safety of students, staff
and faculty.
This final note led directly to
the immediate installation of scaffolding and fencing “until such time
as a detailed investigation can be
completed and a conclusion can be
made as to the condition of the facility regarding safety,” according to a
TCC board memo.

she was surprised to hear that the
facades were not up to TCC’s usual
standards.
“Did the guy building it not
know any better, or was he just
shortchanging us?” Appleman asked.
“Had it not been for that freak-ofnature wind, we may have never
known.”
As early as April 2017, the idea
to renovate the campus was being
thrown around according to former
board member O.K. Carter.
“We were beginning to talk
about the possibility of having to
literally rebuild the campus,” Carter
said.
The board knew the cost was
going to be in the millions, and there
seemed no recourse to recover that
cost, according to Carter.
However, those plans appear
to possibly have inspired the recent
bond proposition as it outlines how
TCC will use the money gained
from a bond election for districtwide
changes including renovations, construction and demolition on NW.
The bond proposition plan includes the demolition of WSTU,
WTLO, WFAB and WADM as well
as the construction of two new buildings along with updated classrooms
and new parking lots.
If the bond is approved in the
bond election on Nov. 5, the plans
will be set in motion to renovate the
campus, which would take at least
until 2024.

Path to the bond
election

Since the report was given to
the college in December 2016, TCC
officials have spoken on the future
of NW.
However, the college has yet to
release many of the details or warnings in the assessment to the public.

Former board of trustees president Louise Appleman said recently
that when she learned of the report,

Silence from the college

Photo courtesy Huitt-Zollars

Evidence of stair-step cracking
is shown on WCTS from 2016.
In November 2017, nearly a
year after the report was submitted
to the college, vice chancellor for
communications and external affairs
Reginald Gates, when asked about
the damage assessed on NW, told
The Collegian, “We won’t know the
extent of the improvements until a
complete evaluation is finalized.”
The board of trustees authorized
the installation of scaffolding as a
precautionary measure while a more
detailed evaluation could be completed, according to Gates.
When asked in December 2018
about plans for NW developments,
Gates said, “The master plan includes new construction, renovation,
demolition and site improvements.”
In May 2018, Gates spoke
about the development of a new plan
for NW.
“This work will take time, as
the design and ultimately construction will take several years to complete,” he said.
Gates cited the importance of
the scaffolding but gave no information as to why it was so necessary
beyond the safety of the students and
faculty.
“The scaffolding is to ensure
everyone’s safety as repair and renovation work continues on the campus,” Gates said.
Nearly three years later, the
scaffolding and fencing are still up.
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NW students Ahmad Alamin as Lucien (left) and Frank Yandall as Norman (middle) practice with
their props as Tavin Bothel as Arnold (right) looks on during rehearsal for “The Boys Next Door.”

Bothel displays his over-the-top acting style by sprawling over a
chair as he prepares to play Arnold in NW’s upcoming play.

NORTHWEST

Play to encourage student inclusivity
GUNNER YOUNG
campus editor

NW Campus drama program
will perform “The Boys Next Door,”
from Nov. 14-17.
Directed by Bridgette Marquardt, the play is about four intellectually disabled men who live in
a New England residence under the
supervision of a social worker.
Marquardt said she thinks some
might have a hard time relating to
people with special-needs or might
feel uncomfortable, but this play can

help.
“I think that can begin to
change as we see, I hope and pray,
more art expressing their stories,
most importantly art that expresses
the truth that these people are equal
to every other human being in worth
and dignity,” Marquardt said.
NW student Kirsten Wagner
who plays Sheila in the production
said the play gives viewers an interesting look into a life one might not
know much about.
“The Boys Next Door” is especially personal for NW student
Ahmad Alamin, who plays one of

the four main characters, Lucien.
“I have a brother that has autism,” Alamin said. “I love to see
him get better and learn more things.
I think seeing people grow in this
play will give them a similar feeling.”
While it deals with serious
themes, the play is meant to be humorous and show that despite the
characters’ situations, they can go
above and beyond that, said Wagner
“The script does a great job
showing that just because a person
is mentally handicapped or has special needs, that doesn’t define them,”

Wagner said.
According to Wagner, the depth
in which the actors have to understand their characters in order to play
them accurately is what makes “The
Boys Next Door” interesting.
“There’s a lot of thinking about
why you say what you do and where
that thought process comes from,”
she said. “These characters are a lot
deeper than what’s printed on the
script.”
NW student Clark Jones said
the relationships he’s built with his
fellow performers and doing research on how to portray these char-

acters gave him insight on others.
“By diving into these characters
psyches, to look at their perspectives
in some way,” Jones said. ”It really
shines a light on the enormity of normality.”

The Boys Next Door
Nov. 14-16 at 7:30 P.M.
Nov. 17 at 2:00 P.M.
NW Campus Theater

8427 Blvd 26
NRH, TX 76180
(817) 479-6594

Free
edamame or eggroll

Free

with minimum
purchase of $10

california roll
with minimum
purchase of $20

Expires 11/8/2019

Expires 11/8/2019

Lunch special
Monday - Saturday 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. 2 for $ 10 classic roll

America To Go Marketplace vendor
138 Keller Parkway, Keller, Texas 76248 | 817-379-3777

weddings
birthdays
celebrations
breakfast
lunch
dinner

sweetmemoriescakesandcatering.com
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Plays showcase
campus talent
VICTOR ALLISON
reporter

Forget Shakespeare. A new crop
of student playwrights wants to dazzle theatergoers with masterpieces of
their own.
Audiences can catch the plays
when SE theater department stages
their work at the Black Box Theater
Nov. 13 -16 for an annual showcase,
“The Festival of New Plays.”
“The Festival of New Plays” is
an annual showcase put on by the SE
theater department that features theatrical productions based on original
plays written by students.
This year’s playbill will include
four 10-minute productions that
cover a spectrum of subjects from
the adventures of a merciless agent
to the crisis of mental health.
This year’s festival includes,
“Going Up?” by Kat Hamilton,
“Sins, Not Tragedies / Sins and
Tragedies” by Jesse Humphreys,
“Thank You for Shopping” by Haley

Davila and “Girl Scout Cookies” by
Quanard Carter.
According to instructor and
director Megan Harantine, the four
scripts were handpicked by a selection committee, made up of theater
and English faculty.
“Lots of students can write a
short story,” she said. “But in writing
for the stage, the playwright must
keep in mind that what they are
doing is creating a blueprint for what
ultimately will become the finished
art object, the production itself.”
The faculty will direct the
plays, and the cast consists of student actors.
Audiences can expect to have
a more intimate experience with the
plays as they will be performed in
SE Black Box Theater, a small performance space where audiences
will surround actors on three sides.
Student playwright Davila said
she hopes to take advantage of this.
“I want to have people so entertained that they believe they are in
it,” she said. “That they are the char-

Joseph Serrata/The Collegian

Students rehearse scenes from plays they also had the opportunity to write. The productions will be
performed at the annual “The Festival of New Plays” Oct. 13-16 at 7:30 p.m.
acters themselves. And maybe they
can have that moment where they
question themselves and question
the scene.”
Her play “Thank You for Shopping” is a one-act drama about an
orphan’s quest to find answers about
his past. And in the spirit of playwright Samuel French, Davila said
she wants to challenge audiences to
probe their internal conflicts.
“I want to convey a humanity
aspect,” she said. “Especially for this

play, even if you can not relate to it
totally. You may have a thought and
say I’ve been there.”
In “Sins, Not Tragedy,” Humphreys lifts pieces of his biography
to examine the silver lining of depression.
“The main message I want to
send is even if you’re starting in a
bad place, if you need help, help
can come from the most unexpected
places,” he said. “Despite the fact
that you have this horrible, horri-

ble thing, it does get better. As long
as you keep climbing the mountain,
you will see the sunrise.”

The Festival of New Plays
Nov. 13-16 at 7:30 P.M.
Nov. 15 at 1:30 P.M.
Black Box Theatre
on SE Campus

Actor Jeremy Irons serves as one of the villains in the “Watchmen” series named Ozymandias who’s
hellbent on causing a catastrophic event that will change the course of history

TV SHOW REVIEW

Sequel expands comic universe
MICHAEL FOSTER-SANDERS
multimedia editor

Tick-tock doomsday clock.
May 31, 1921. A white racist
mob descended into the black Wall
Street area of Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Members of this mob from the
other side of town pillaged, lynched
people and destroyed this mecca of
success for black people. The sense
of entitlement and jealousy from
white G.I.s returning home from
World War I with nothing and struggling town folk fueled this orgy of
destruction.
The irony of this is it could’ve
been stopped if the National Guard
didn’t wait on the edge of town on
orders not to go in to help the black
American citizens they were sworn

to protect. This was domestic terrorism in American history, and it
serves as the catalyst for HBO’s
“Watchman” series.
The “Watchman” universe
was created in 1986 by writer Alan
Moore. The comic introduced superheroes as flawed individuals with
moral struggles that fought for their
reasons, and not always for the betterment of society.
The first episode is titled “It’s
summer, and we’re running out of
ice.” It’s a warning to the viewer that
the journey they’re about to embark
on is laced with gunpowder, and all
it takes is one spark for the keg to
explode.
The show picks up in the year
2019 back in Tulsa, Oklahoma -- a
world where superheroes are now
a joke. The actor, Robert Redford

is president, and victims of racially
motivated attacks now receive Redfordations, the universe’s form of
reparation for police officers.. Police wear masks to stay safe from
a domestic terrorist group named
Seven Kalvary, a white supremacist
hate group that misconstrues one of
the original Watchmen’s diaries as
a reason to spread hate and cause
civil unrest in the world. Both parties are unaware they’re being used
as pawns by an unknown figure.
Academy Award winner Regina
King plays a retired police officer
who now works as the masked vigilante Sister Night.
When she isn’t playing vigilante, she is trying to balance her life
while struggling with PTSD from
when she was almost killed in a coordinated Kalvary attack, dubbed

here to help you

do what
you
love
with the products you need
MOBILE | ONLINE | IN PERSON

Photos courtesy HBO

Regina King plays the lead role as Sister Night, a vigilante who
fights racism and domestic terrorism in HBO’s “Watchmen” series
“White Knight,” against the police.
After another incident that shatters the illusion King’s character is
built to cope, she’s ready to fight.
Writer Damon Lindelof turned
down crafting the series three times
due to fear of not meeting the mark
set by Alan Moore. In the wrong
hands, this show could be complete
cannon fodder, but he crafts a tale
that blends history and science fiction to challenge the viewers’ moral
compass, while also showing America still has wounds from its dark past
that need to be treated.
A show is nothing without its
score. Trent Reznor knocks it out of
the ballpark with carefully crafted
synths that wouldn’t be out of place
in a horror movie. They set the mood
of dread and despair in this world
and will make any viewer clench

their teeth when it’s played.
What makes this series work
is that it mirrors society in this day
and age.
The show focuses on ideas such
as racial tension, miseducation, the
fight for reparations from ADOS
(American Descendants of Slaves)
and those who oppose it. These subjects will make a viewer take a long
hard look at themselves and cause
them to question what they have
learned that shaped their thoughts
and opinions.
The only people who will have
an issue with this show are people
who shy away from objective and
critical thinking. This is must-see
TV.

MANHATTAN

Pizza & Pasta

DINNER SPECIAL

DELIVERY SPECIAL

any purchase of $25 or more
VALID AFTER 4pm
- Dine in or carry out -

2 XL 1-Topping Pizza, and a
2 liter Pepsi soda

With coupon only. One coupon
per table. Not valid with any other offers.
Expires 05/01/2021

Limit one per order. Please mention when
ordering and present at delivery. Not valid with
any other offers.
Expires 05/01/2021

$5.00 OFF

1 XL 1-Topping Pizza, choice of
appetizer and a 2 liter Pepsi soda
$22.00 - DELIVERY ONLY -

OR

$22.00

$1 D
8721 Boulevard 26,
North Richland Hills, 76180

A I LY S P E C I A L

additional topping 50¢
dine in or pick up only
LIMITED TIME

817-479-3077

* Minimum of $5 on credit card
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NORTHEAST

6-sided art
displayed
Photos by Christa Jarvis/The Collegian

Art pieces by Lynn Dally’s Computer
Illustration 2. The goal is to create
a kite design associating with art in
Seattle.

Top row: Trang Nguyen, Colton Calhoun, Ivy Glaze.
Middle row: Gabriella Molina, Shiloh Miller.
Bottom row: Nicki Karaganis, John
Goffrier.

NORTHEAST

Upcoming play focuses
on bond between sisters
KRISSIA PALOMO
campus editor

Brooke Baldwin/The Collegian

Joe Crestsinger (left), Lilian Sepulveda (middle) and Randi Ragan (right) rehearse for the “365 Days/365 Plays,” which debuts Nov. 1 on South Campus.

SOUTH

The NE theater program will put on
“Sense and Sensibility,” a play adapted by
Kate Hamill based on Jane Austen’s novel.
“I wanted to tell some stories about
women lifting themselves up and becoming
stronger,” NE associate professor Jacob Cabe
said.
The play challenges most of the actors to
play more than one role.
“One of the biggest challenges for them
is shifting immediately from one character to
another,” Cabe said.
NE student Jazmine Diaz plays the role of
Marianne Dashwood, who she said is known
as the sensibility of the story because of her
emotional demeanor.
“This is my first lead role,” Diaz said.
“Marianne is such an emotionally draining
character because she is so passionate about

everything.”
NE student Sarah Hart plays Elinor Dashwood, the more reserved sister of the two.
Hart said that even though Elinor is the
more collected of the sisters, she recognizes
that she has a big responsibility to take care of
her other sister, and she wants to do the character justice on stage.
“It involves so many small, intricate parts,
and I’m just so excited for people to see it put
together,” she said.

Sense and Sensibility
Nov. 13-16 at 7 P.M.
Nov. 16 at 2 P.M.
Playhouse
on NE Campus

Variety of stories to be
told in new production
DANG LE

campus editor

The South Campus theater program
will perform selections from Suzan-Lori
Parks’ “365 Days/365 Plays” Nov. 1-2.
The plays concept is to combine multiple short excerpts written each day, and 13
excerpts will be chosen out of 365 written
by Parks.
“I want each of them to be wonderfully
independent,” said director Richie Haratine
regarding the process of cohesively choosing the pieces. “I want the audience to get
excited because each one [excerpt] carries
its own bit of energy and conflict.”
South student Joe Crestsinger commented on how to get into his character.
“I tried to think of the acting in movies
that I’ve watched, then I kind of visualize
it,” Crestsinger said.
South student Lillian Sepulveda found
common ground with one of her characters.
“I relate to Tosha a lot because she is
sassy and a huge feminist and that is how I
see myself too,” she said.

South student Randi Ragan said she
is very excited about one of her upcoming
roles.
“I will play the disgruntled friend for
‘The Great Depression’ and ‘Look’ selections, where I get to express myself through
this character,” she said.
Haratine commented on how he wishes
the audience perceives the play.
“I want the audience to experience all
the actors at the beginning and the end,”
he said. “I would like them [the audience]
to walk away with experiencing dynamic,
diverse expressions of emotions, ideas and
feelings from many perspectives.”

Selections from
365 Plays/365 Days

Nov. 1-2 at 7:30 P.M.
Joe B. Rushing Center for the
Performing Arts
on South Campus

Paridhi Gurung/The Collegian

Sarah Hart (left) and Genevieve Farnham (right) practice their lines while preparing
for the production of “Sense and Sensibilty” which premiers Nov. 13 on NE Campus.
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Editorial

Delays can result in
better entertainment

JUAN IBARRA

editor-in-chief

When someone is excited about
the newest movie or video game, it
can be disappointing to wait longer
than originally anticipated.
It was recently announced that
the eagerly anticipated video game
The Last of Us Part II would not be
ready by its original February release
date and would have to be delayed
until May.
Some online fans take this information and use it as ammunition
to blast a development team for poor
management. However, if a project
has to be delayed for reasons outside
of a development team’s control, it
shouldn’t be a big deal.
It is a tough decision to change
the release date, and normally that
means that it just isn’t ready to be
released to the public. No production
team ever wants to hold a product

back just for the fun of holding it
back, especially if they’re proud of it.
Deciding to hold a project back
is usually done as a way to give the
team more time to increase the value
of the product and to ensure that
the public’s first impression of their
product is a positive one.
On the set of Netflix’s live action adaptation of “Cowboy Bebop,”
actor John Cho was injured which led
to the delay of production for seven
to eight months.
In this situation, there was no
other option than to push back production if one of the main stars is
unable to perform to the best of their
ability.
Kanye’s latest album “Jesus is
King” was originally planned to release September and then November
2018 eventually settling on October
2019. He delayed it to try and make it
a product he was proud of.
There are users on social media
who believe they’re owed a product
and use an incident as a way to complain about not getting the product
soon enough.
Sometimes great projects need
time to develop into something worth
waiting for. It may be annoying to
wait a few extra months, but those
few months could be the difference
between a sub-par product and a
great one.

LeBron values profit
over bold free speech

GUNNER YOUNG
campus editor

NBA superstar LeBron James has
never been afraid to speak his mind
on political issues, but his recent comments on the China/Hong Kong situation shows his intellectual inconsistency regarding these topics.
During various interviews
throughout his career, he has addressed
head-on controversial subjects like
Donald Trump’s presidency and systematic racism. James being told to
“shut up and dribble” by Fox News
host Laura Ingraham in 2018 only
seemed to encourage more outspoken NBA players to speak out on their
views and exercise free speech.
That was all fine until the most
recent NBA controversy with China
made James seem less interested in
free speech and more interested in
his financial wellbeing, undermining
the points he has made on the topic

throughout his entire career.
The controversy began when
Houston Rockets general manager
Daryl Morey praised the Hong Kong
protest in a tweet, which caused issues
due to the NBA’s close relationship
with China.
When asked about the controversy, James said he was not informed
enough to make an educated comment.
While this seems like an avoidance of
the issue, it is a fair comment to make.
One should avoid speaking on matters
they don’t understand, especially a person of James’ influence.
It wasn’t until his later comments
calling out Morey for being uninformed that James’ opinions became
null and void.
“I believe he wasn’t educated on
the situation at hand, and he spoke,”
James told reporters, regarding the
tweets made by Morey.
If James wants to protect his assets connected with China, that’s fine
-- freedom of speech and all -- but saying that Morey is uninformed for going
against the grain of the NBA and calling out China for the civil rights disaster they created is a cowardly move.
Morey is using his free speech too,
arguably more than James ever has,
and just because this controversy might
cause a drop in his shoe sales in China
doesn’t mean anyone speaking in favor
of basic human rights is uninformed.

Michael Harp/The Collegian

Community benefits
from early voting
Anything that enhances a citizen’s ability
to vote is valuable to democracy, and early
voting can provide more accessibility for all
American voters.
In any state with low early voting turnout
or no early voting option at all, the problems
are numerous.
Lines on election day are inevitably long
for voters because everyone is forced to be at
one designated location, in a short amount of
time, on the same day.
With early voting, people can vote over
several weeks and in many different locations.
Providing more locations to ease the burden of
a frustratingly long line are already in place in
32 states and the District of Columbia.
Political campaigns can view the publicly
available voter records and see ahead of the election who in their voter database has already voted.
Candidates and their staff can focus on voters who have yet to cast a ballot and try to get
boots on the ground to reach these people.
At the same time, they are able to avoid
pestering their constituents who have already
voted in the current election.
Attempting to vote early and finding an
irregularity with one’s ability to vote is an obstacle that can be overcome with enough time.
Taking advantage of early voting offers the
solution to this dilemma that affects so many
by allowing that person some time to resolve
their registration discrepancies and get their
voice heard through their vote. Early voting is
the built-in second chance that some voters will
need during an election.
Tarrant County provides 44 voting locations, and six spots on each of TCC’s campuses.
Any voter in Tarrant County can vote at
any location. Early voting is happening now
and runs through Nov. 1.
All TCC students who are registered to
vote can enjoy the convenience of early voting

on their home campus during a break in their
normal school day.
Early voting is even more important in
local elections versus presidential elections.
This year’s ballot in Tarrant County asks citizens to vote for new city council members,
mayors and numerous school bond proposals
and almost a dozen requests to amend the Texas
constitution.
These issues will affect the day-to-day
lives of students at TCC and residents of Tarrant County.
Some states, such as North Carolina, in
2013, attempted to limit the state’s citizens’
ability to register to vote on the same day, as
well as trying to eliminate one week of early
voting from the schedule.
This attempt to disenfranchise the voters
of the state is favored by politicians and political parties who wish to maintain a low voter
turnout. Fortunately, this effort to reduce voter
turnout failed.
The Texas legislature, dominated by Republicans, signed H.B. 1888 back in June to
eliminate funding for early voting locations on
TCC campuses.
Election administrators at TCC did not allocate any funds to continue paying for early voting
locations for elections in 2020, citing poor turnout at early voting locations on all campuses.
Realizing the importance of early voting
and taking advantage of it truly enhances the
democratic process of this nation. An informed
the electorate strengthens
All citizens, regardless of their political
affiliation, should embrace the ability to vote
and take ownership of their right to voice their
opinions at the polls.
Anything that impedes a person’s ability to
vote is harmful to democracy, and citizens must
remain vigilant when it comes to preserving
their voting rights.
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The festival is celebrated from midnight
Oct. 31 to Nov. 2. in central and southern Mexico.

History
The Aztecs developed the ritual around 3,000 years ago because they believed one
should not grieve the loss of a beloved ancestor who passed. Instead, the Aztecs
celebrated their lives and welcomed the return of their spirits to the land of the living
once a year. That’s where the food, drink and music offerings come in.
Mexico and many other Latin countries like Colombia, Ecuador, Honduras, El Salvador,
Nicaragua, Peru and Venezuela all have their distinct ways of welcoming back their
passed loved ones. Some not as colorful and festive as the Mexican version, but still a
spiritual time for families to get together and reflect.

Tradition
People come together in their cities dressed up with Calavera painted faces
(skeletons) and have parades in the streets. Cemetery visits are also common
on the last day as families will go to decorate the grave sites with marigold
flowers, gifts and sugar skulls with their departed loved ones’ names on them. It’s
customary to clean the gravestone and restore the color.
In Mexican culture, they did not think death is a sadness. They believed the
death would be insulted by mourning or sadness. To them, death is a natural
part of human’s life. This is a way of celebrating the lives by partying and
activities.
Tamale [dough made from masa, wrapped in aromatic leaves
(usually corn husks or banana leaves) and steam cooked] is one
of the most common foods during the festival.

Beliefs
It is believed that the passageway between the living
and dead is open during these two days so the two
are able to communicate with each other.

https://n.pr/2MK2KkC
https://nbcnews.to/2PqFUjE
https://dayofthedead.holiday/
https://bit.ly/2NikRx4

Illustration by Christa Jarvis/The Collegian

