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The majority of sexual violence prevention efforts have been directed toward tertiary 
strategies, primarily in the form of sex crime legislation aimed at preventing known sex offenders from 
re-offending.  Although these laws are well intended, they appear misguided. For example, laws such 
as residence restrictions have little ability to prevent re-offense (e.g., Colombino, Mercado, Levenson, 
& Jeglic, 2011; Colorado Department of Public Safety, 2004; Minnesota Department of Corrections, 
2003; 2007).  Similarly, the majority of all new sex crimes (95%) are committed by unknown sex 
offenders (i.e., individuals not on a sex offender registry; Sandler, Freeman, & Socio, 2008).  
Consequently, tertiary legislation aimed at preventing or reducing the recidivism of convicted sex 
offenders target only a sliver of all new sex crime, failing to target the majority all new sex offenses.  
Given this, it may be more effective to direct resources towards primary and secondary prevention 
efforts that aim to deter sex crimes before they occur.   
 Research has also shown that the majority of sex offenders first encounter victims in private 
locations (e.g., offender’s home, victim’s home; Colombino, Mercado, Levenson, & Jeglic, 2011), and 
tend to perpetrate crimes against people that they know (e.g., Colombino, Mercado, & Jeglic, 2010; 
Duwe, Donnay, & Tewksbury, 2008; Greenfield, 1997; Minnesota Department of Corrections, 2007; 
Snyder, 2000), debunking the “stranger danger” myth.  In order to devise empirically supported 
prevention strategies, it is essential that research examine the situational aspects of sexual offenses 
within private or residential settings.  This type of data can help in the formation of more effective and 
empirically based prevention strategies that deter sex crimes from the places where they are most 
likely to occur. 
 The current study will use data gathered from a large-scale archival study to examine the sex 
crimes of 1,093 sexual offenders in New Jersey who were released from custody between 1996 and 
2007.  Situational variables including offender characteristics (e.g., age at time of offense, martial 
status, employment, who the offender was living with), victim characteristics (e.g., age, relationship to 
offender), and sex offense context (e.g., location, alcohol or drug involvement) will be examined 
through descriptive analyses to determine variables that may have facilitated sexual offending within 
private settings.  Narratives, which provide a more contextualized account of the situations in which 
sex crimes were committed, will be provided to highlight quantitative data.  Suggestions for policy, 
specifically related to secondary prevention efforts, will be discussed. 
 


