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Introduction: Phallometrically assessed sexual interest in children has been identified as one of 
the most robust predictors of sexual recidivism (Hanson & Morton-Bourgon, 2005). Sexual interest in 
children includes both pedophilia (sexual interest in prepubescent children) and hebephilia (sexual 
arousal in pubescent children); however, the majority of labs are more generally concerned with 
whether subjects are sexually aroused by children (whether prepubescent or pubescent) relative to 
adults. This has resulted in difficulty distinguishing between pedophilic and hebephilic arousal patterns, 
which may in turn contribute to the paucity of research regarding the best way to utilize phallometric 
data in the assessment of hebephilia. Further complicating assessment, hebephilic men have been 
found to be less likely to be preferentially attracted to pubescent children (Beier et al., 2009). The 
present study will examine erectile response patterns to sexual interest in pubescent children and the 
best means of classifying hebephilia in contrast to pedophilia and teleiophilia. 

Method:  A large sample (N = 2,326) of adult male sexual offenders were assessed using 
volumetric phallometry. During phallometric assessment, patients are presented with one neutral and 
six stimulus categories. The sexual stimuli present pictures and describe sexual interactions with 
female or males who are prepubescent, pubescent, or adults.  During interpretation, data are reduced 
to seven total category z-scores, which represent sexual response to the different stimuli categories.  

The phallometric data will be analyzed to empirically determine the optimal cut-off scores and 
decision rules for offender classification. There will be two main groups used to examine classification 
accuracy. Men with three or more prepubescent victims 10 and under (and no pubescent, teen, or 
adult victims) will be classified as pedophiles and men who have three or more pubescent victims 11 to 
14 (and no prepubescent, teen, or adult victims) will be classified as hebephilies. A comparison group 
of teleiophiles will be created who have offended against adults only and have no known prepubescent 
or pubescent child victims.  

Results: Data analysis is currently underway and will be completed well ahead of the ATSA 2013 
conference. Different phallometric cut-off scores will be explored in order to find the most optimal cut-
off point with the highest classification accuracy by analyzing the deviancy index. For men with three or 
more child victims the mean pedophile index is 0.43 (SD = 1.48) and for men with three or more 
pubescent victims the mean hebephile index is 0.40 (SD = 1.25).  Receiver Operator Characteristic 
(ROC) analyses will be used to estimate the sensitivity, specificity, positive and negative predictive 
power of different cut-offs on these phallometric indices. Additionally, alternative means of analyzing 
the data will also be explored in order to capture non-exclusive sexual interest (e.g., men who respond 
similarly to prepubescent and pubescent children) through the use of profile analysis (see Barbaree & 
Marshall, 1989).  



Discussion: The implications of these results will be discussed in relation to the wider literature 
on phallometric assessment with specific attention to the assessment of hebephilia. The results will 
also be discussed in relation to assessment of sexual age interests in clinical settings and for research 
purposes. 
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