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 The development of sexual offender typologies is often based on victim characteristics, 
predominantly victims’ age and gender (Faniff & Kolko, 2012; Jespersen, Lalumière, & Seto, 2009; Seto, 
& Lalumiere 2010; Worling). Consistent findings in studies of adult sexual offenders indicate that victim 
age and gender comprise empirically meaningful variables. In delineating typologies of adolescents 
who commit sexual offenses, it appears however, that findings from the adult literature may not 
generalize to adolescent offender populations (Faniff & Kolko, 2012; Seto & Lalumiere, 2010). This lack 
of external validity is evidenced, for example, by findings from studies utilizing adolescent samples in 
which victim age was not found to correlate significantly with measures of psychiatric problems (e.g., 
Gunby & Woodhams, 2010), intelligence (e.g., Kemper & Kistner, 2007), social skills, or antisocial 
tendencies (e.g., Fanniff & Kolko, 2012).   
 An alternative to the development of adolescent typologies based on offense characteristics is 
the development of typologies based on alternative, relevant characteristics of offenders (Faniff & 
Kolko, 2012; Richardson, Kelly, Graham, & Bhate, 2004; Worling, 2001).  Offender sexual victimization 
comprises a theoretically meaningful variable that is implicated in the development of sexual offenses 
perpetrated by both adults and adolescents, and thus it represents a unique and relevant etiological 
factor (Salter et al., 2003; Ward & Siegert, 2002). The objective of the current study, therefore, was to 
elucidate the relationship between sexual victimization and subsequent victim selection in adolescents 
with sexual offense convictions.  

 
 

Method 
Participants: Participants consisted of 780 male adolescents who were adjudicated for a sexual offense 
and mandated by the state of Alabama to undergo inpatient sex-offender treatment. Participants were 
housed in a secure juvenile correctional facility where they received psychological services, vocational 
training, and attended middle and high school. Data were collected as part of the delivery of 
psychological services and were included in the study with participant assent.  

 
Results 

 Results of a chi-square goodness-of-fit test revealed a significant interaction between 
offenders’ sexual abuse history and the gender of first victim (χ2 (1) = 17.79, p < .001). Specifically, 
offenders reporting no history of sexual abuse selected male victims 23.4% of the time, whereas 
offenders who reported a history of sexual abuse selected male victims 37.9% of the time. These 
results suggest that offenders with a sexual abuse history are substantially more likely (OR = 1.99) to 



  
select males victims than those with no history of abuse. A significant interaction was detected 
between victim gender and offender abuse history on victim age (F (1,764) =5.18, p = .023). Post-hoc 
analysis revealed that the effect of sexual abuse appears only to affect the age of female victims. 
Specifically, among offenders who selected female victims, a reported history of sexual abuse reduced 
the age of the first victim by 1.65 years (p = .001). Adolescents who reported being sexually abused 
also presented significantly higher scores on 3 of the four factors of the JSOAPII, namely Factor 1 (t 
(445.3) =7.61, p < .0001), Factor 2 (t(474) = 2.87, p < .0001), and Factor 3 (t(474) = 2.85, p > .0001). 
 


