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Abstract 
After regaining independence from Soviet Union in 1991 Latvia had many reforms in criminal justice 
system. Sociologist David Garland (Garland, 2001) used concepts criminology of the self and 
criminology of the other to analyse different approaches towards crime control. These concepts are 
useful to characterise developments of system for work with sexual offenders in Latvia. In Latvia 
tradition persists to see repression as a solution in itself, to keep offenders ‘in shadow’ and to avoid 
active communication with community on criminal justice issues, to avoid constraints of evidence 
based decision making and strategic planning, what raises challenges for reforms of the system and 
developing new criminal justice policy initiatives into sustainable policies. At the same time this 
tradition of criminology of the other is strongly challenged by general integration into community of 
more developed liberal democratic jurisdictions where criminology of the self is more embedded 
into policy praxis. Shift from domination of repressive and exclusive tradition towards more 
supportive and inclusive one is promoted by international standards, international funds from 
different financial mechanisms available for coordination of policies between jurisdictions of 
different states and policy transfer. In 2008 Latvia started attempt to develop nationally specialised 
system for work with sexual offenders: training of specialists, introduction of risk and needs 
assessment tools, treatment programs in community and prisons, multi agency public protection 
arrangements, circles of support and accountability, and support system for victims. That created a 
clash between both aforementioned traditions, solutions developed and lessons learned to be 
useful for those planning to develop specialised system for work with sexual offenders in post-
soviet country like Latvia. 
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