
T-21 
 
 

Current Multicultural Sex Offender Research 
 
 

Symposium Chair: Alejandro Leguízamo, Ph.D. 
 

 
Studies that explore difference among sex offender from diverse ethnic groups have increased in the 
past few years (e.g., Carrasco & Garza-Louis, 1997; Leguizamo, Peltzman, Rowan, Dean, & Hannington, 
2011; Perillo, Varela, & Caulkins-Mercado, 2012; Varela, Boccaccini, Gonzalez, Murrie, & Caperton, 
2011). Significant differences among Whites, African Americans and Latinos have been found in 
adherence to traditional values (Carrasco & Garza-Louis, 1997), offense, victim, and offender 
characteristics (Leguizamo, et al., 2011), and recidivism risk (Varela, et al., 2011). These findings came 
from largely geographic-specific samples. Moreover, to date, only Carrasco and Garza-Louis (1997) 
have explored differences within ethnic groups, such as Latinos, which is a rather heterogeneous 
population; the study, however, focused on differences in values, rather than more specific sex-
offender characteristics. The proposed symposium will include presentation of reseach findings that 
address previous shortcomings found in extant literature. Analyses of data have been conducted on 
samples of sexual abusers from three ethnic groups in three states (Massachusetts, New Jersey, and 
Texas). Specifically, presenters will highlight differences in offender, offense, and victim characteristics 
both among the three ethnic groups as well as differences within Latino subgroups. In addition, an 
analysis of the Static – 99’s psychometric properties and predictive validity with Latinos, and 
differences in sexually coercive behaviors and attitudes among Mexican and Mexican-Americans young 
men will be explored. 
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The sex offender population in the United States is becoming increasingly ethnically diverse. However 
with few exceptions (e.g., Dean & Leguizamo, 2012; Leguizamo, Peltzman, Rowan, Dean, & 
Hannington, 2011; Leguizamo, Carrasco, Peltzman, & Rowan, 2012; Perillo et al., 2012; Varela et al., 
2011), the sex offender literature has largely ignored ethnic and cultural differences (e.g., Carrasco & 
Garza-Louis, 1997; Forbes, 2007; Heilbrun & Cross, 1979; Kirk, 1975). The present project sought to 
build on previous research by examining differences between White, African American, and Latino sex 
offenders on a wide range of variables, including offender, offense, and victim characteristics using a 



large multistate diverse sample of 3,642 male sex offenders. Archival data were gathered from several 
facilities in New Jersey (n = 2976) and from the Massachusetts Treatment Center (n = 666).  
In regards to offender characteristics, African Americans were more likely to be raised by non-
biological parents, to report having been neglected, and to have been single at the time of their index 
offense. Whites were more likely to report having been abused, to report a history of psychiatric and 
medical conditions, to have completed higher levels education, be married at the time of the offense 
and to report being gay or bisexual as compared to African American and Latino sex offenders. With 
regard to their index offense, White sex offenders were more likely to offend against minors, males, or 
to have computer-related offenses while African American sex offenders were more likely to have 
adult victims. Latinos were also more likely to offend against children, especially children under the age 
of 12.  
 
With respect to offense behaviors, African American sex offenders were more likely than White or 
Latino sex offenders to engage in vaginal or anal rape while White sex offenders were more likely to 
engage in multiple types of behaviors during the commission of their offenses.  
 
As for their relationship to their victims, White sex offenders were more likely to offend against family 
members, while Latino sex offenders were more likely to offend against extended family members and 
African American sex offenders were more likely to offend against acquaintances or strangers. These 
differences point to the importance of developing culturally specific theories regarding the etiology 
and nature of sexual offending, as well as of establishing culturally informed treatment needs and 
goals. These theoretical and clinical implications will be discussed.  
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The Latino populations in the U.S. has increased significantly in the past fifty years, going from 
approximately 6.7 million to over 52 million by the end of 2012 (Passel, Cohn, & Lopez, 2011), reaching 
approximately 52 million in 2012.  Researcher on Hispanic sex-offenders, however, has remained 
woefully inadequate, despite the best efforts of Latino and other investigators (e.g., e.g., Carrasco & 
Garza-Louis, 1997; Leguizamo et al., 2011; Perillo et al., 2012; Varela et al., 2011).  Research published 
and presented by these investigators has largely focused on comparison of Latino sex-offenders with 
African and Euro Americans counterparts. The present study, on the other hand, was undertaken in 
order to shed light into the potential intragroup differences among Latinos. Archival data from 638 
incarcerated Latino sex offenders was used in this study. Data were gathered from several facilities in 
New Jersey. Subjects were grouped by birthplace: United States (n = 189), Mexico/Central America (n = 
115), Caribbean (n = 241), and South America (n = 93).  The majority of subjects were raised by at least 



one biological parent, particularly Mexicans/Central Americans (93.8%). U.S.-born Latinos were more 
likely than those in the other groups to report the experience of childhood abuse, but no differences 
were found in the type of abuse that was reported by the subject or their relationship to the 
perpetrator of the abuse (if sexual). South Americans were the most educated and Mexicans/Central 
Americans the least educated among the groups. U.S.-born Latinos were more likely to be single/never 
married at the time of their index offense, whereas South Americans were more likely to be married or 
living with a partner; and Caribbean subjects were more likely  to be separated, divorced, or widowed. 
U.S.-born Latinos were more likely to report a history of psychiatric disorders and Mexicans/Central 
Americans and South Americans were the least likely to do so. In regards to the index offense, the 
great majority of subjects, regardless of region of origin, had female victims and there was no 
significant difference in their rate of offending against children, teenagers, or adults. Although about 
half of the subjects in all groups threatened their victims during the offense, only a minority was 
physically aggressive, and an even smaller percentage used a weapon during the offense. . Alcohol 
and/or drug use was present in about one-third of offenses in each group; pornography was used most 
often by Caribbean offenders (13.3%). Findings suggest strong similarities among Latino sex offenders 
regardless of region of origin. Differences among them tended to center on demographic 
characteristics and past psychiatric conditions. Clinical and theoretical implications will be discussed.  
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The Static-99 is a widely used and researched actuarial measure of risk of sexual recidivism  (Hanson & 
Thornton, 2000; Helmus, 2009). Although its predictive validity has been established with a variety of 
international samples, its performance with non-White populations has been good at times (e.g., 
Nicholaichuk, 2001; Perillo, Varela, & Caulkins-Mercado, 2012) but poor at others (e.g., Langstrom, 
2004; Varela, Boccaccini, Gonzalez, Murrie, & Caperton, 2011). Only two studies explored ethnic 
differences among U.S. sex offenders (Perillo et al., 2012; Varela et al., 2011). While the former found 
the Static-99 to have predictive validity for sex offense recidivism for Whites, African Americans, and 
Latinos, the latter found it to perform poorly with Whites and Latinos in particular.  The present project 
sought to explore the psychometric properties and predictive validity of the measure with a sample of 
430 Latino sex offenders. The sample was previously used by Perillo et al., 2012, but was further 
corrected for the present study. Moreover, the sample was divided into the offenders’ region of origin:  
United States (n = 127), Mexico/Central America (n = 89), Caribbean (n = 157), and South America (n = 
57). Data were obtained from several facilities in New Jersey. Static 99 data was comprised of forensic 
evaluator (n = 423) and research assistant (n = 416) ratings. U.S.-born Latinos received significantly 



higher scores on the Static-99 than any other group. However, we found that the measure had poor 
internal consistency regardless of rater group (Cronbach’s alphas < .70), a different factor structure 
than previously reported (e.g., Roberts, Doren, & Thornton; two factors were extracted using Principal 
Component Analysis and three items needed to be deleted).  
 
In regards to rates of reoffending, only 22.8% of the overall sample had a subsequent conviction for 
any crime after their release from incarceration for their index offense. Of the group reoffended, U.S.-
born Latinos were overrepresented. In regards to sexual offense convictions, only 1.8% of the over 
sample reoffended sexually. While the Static – 99 predicted overall reoffending significantly regardless 
of rater group (forensic evaluator or research assistant), the same was not true in regards to sexual 
reoffending. Findings will be discussed in terms of potential confounding factors (immigration status 
and lack of historical criminal information), reoffending base rates for Latinos, and concerns about the 
use of the Static-99 with Latino sex offenders without more evidence of what exactly it is measuring 
and of its predictive validity with this population.  
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Understanding sexual aggression in groups not previously identified as sex offenders (i.e., 
“nonoffending” populations) is critical for effective prevention (see Kelly & Stermac, 2008). Although 
this area of research has been slowly growing in recent decades  (Calhoun, Bernat, Clum, & Frame, 
1997, Greene & Davis, 2011, Malamuth, Heavey, & Linz, 1996), very little is known about relationships 
between sexual aggressiveness and ethnicity or cultural variables in non-offender populations.  
Hispanic groups—one of the largest and fastest-growing ethnic identifications in the US—have been 
particularly neglected in even large studies in this area (e.g., Abbey, Jacques-Tiura, & LeBreton, 2011; 
however, see Lawson, Munoz-Rojas, Gutman, & Siman, 2012 for a study of related variables), despite 
clear indications that Hispanic populations may have distinct characteristics potentially related to 
sexually aggressive and coercive attitudes and behaviors (Fontes, 2007; Rogers, Meza & Sibley, 2012; 
Ullibarri et al. 2009; Hinson et al., 2002). We address this research deficit by reporting the results of 
questionnaire studies of sexual aggression in Mexican American public university students (N≈1,000), 
with Mexican public university students (N≈160) and Mexican professional/technical college students 
(N≈230) as comparison groups. Our measures include questions about sexually aggressive, coercive, 
and age-inappropriate behavior; attraction to sexual aggression and age-inappropriate sex; and 
sexually aggressive, coercive, and age-inappropriate fantasies. We will report observed estimates of 
the prevalence of these characteristics and associations with related constructs such as acculturation, 
gender role identification, personal history of sexual victimization, psychopathy, rape myth acceptance, 
relationship satisfaction, and personality factors. Implications for public policy in diverse communities 
and clinical practice with Hispanic clients will be discussed. 
 
 


