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Deviant sexual interest is regarded as a major dynamic risk factor for sexual offending (Hanson & 
Morton- Bourgon, 2004; Thornton, 2002). For the last four decades, it has been widely accepted 
that sexual deviance arises by repeatedly pairing deviant sexual fantasies with sexual arousal 
(McGuire, Carlisle, & Young, 1965). However, there is still a lot of work that needs to be done to 
understand the construct of sexual deviancy more fully. For example, it has been suggested that 
sexual deviance may be underpinned by distorted implicit cognition (i.e., schemas) held in long-
term memory (Ó Ciardha, 2011). Thus, based on this and the assumptions drawn from dual-process 
models of cognition (Kahnemann, 2011), it can be argued that both explicit cognition (e.g., sexual 
fantasies) and implicit cognition (e.g., schemas) have an impact on sexual deviance.  
Thus, this study aimed to investigate whether deviant implicit cognition (as measured by the 
Sorting Paired Features task; SPF) and deviant explicit cognition (i.e., self-reported deviant 
fantasies) are predictive of sexual deviance in a sample of extrafamilial child abusers and a sample 
of intrafamilial child abusers.  
 
As hypothesised, results show that deviant associations (as measured by the SPF) and deviant 
fantasies predict sexual deviance, albeit only in the extrafamilial abusers. The two variables 
collectively accounted for a good proportion of the explained variance relative to some previous 
studies. Possible implications for treatment, theory, and future research are discussed.  
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A sub-set of sexual offenders against women have a sexual interest in / preference for sexualised 
violence, including sadistic behaviour and in extreme cases homicides with sexual features / 
motives.  Such offences present major challenges to offence formulation and involve complex 
interactions between features of (Axis 1 and Axis 2) mental disorder, including psychosis, substance 
misuse, psychopathy and other personality disorders (notably schizoid & avoidant, Proulx, 2007), as 
well as offence-related sexual interests and paraphilias (Perkins, 2008). An important theoretical, 
clinical and public safety task is deriving a clear offence formulation that can inform risk assessment 



/ risk management and relevant therapies, and which can be adapted and updated in response to 
new information.   
 
Following the creation of a bespoke set of moving visual stimuli ('CRV') for testing PPG and eye-
tracking responses to consenting heterosexual activity (C), rape (R) and non-sexual violence 
towards women (V) with sexual aggressors against women (Perkins & Hogue, ATSA 2012), a shorter 
set of images comprising a series of 10 second sequences from the above stimulus set have been 
created and validated by judges' ratings as representing C, R and V scenes. Eye movement 
responses of sexual offenders against women, who have previously been PPG tested, and control 
subjects have been measured and the possible viability of the new stimulus set as a diagnostic 
assessment to complement and possibly replace the PPG has been assessed. This paper will 
describe the results obtained from an initial cohort of sexual offenders against women from a high 
secure psychiatric hospital. 
 


