
POSTER 
 
 

Risk/Need Assessments Using STABLE-2007 and Risk-Matrix 2000 - Sex  
 
 

Leslie Helmus, M.A. 
R. Karl Hanson, Ph.D. 

 
 
Comprehensive risk assessments need to consider both static, historical factors (e.g., offence history) 
as well as the psychologically meaningful risk factors responsible for recidivism risk (also called 
dynamic risk factors or criminogenic needs). Many of the commonly used risk tools consider only static 
factors (e.g., Static-99R, Risk Matrix-2000) and others focus almost exclusively on criminogenic needs 
(e.g., STABLE-2007, SRA-FV). Given the challenges of unstructured professional judgement, users of the 
separate instruments could benefit from evidence-based rules for combining such scales into an overall 
evaluation of risk.  
 
Guidelines have previously been provided for combining STABLE-2007 (Hanson et al., 2007) with Static-
99/R and Static-2002/R (Fernandez et al., 2012). Until now, there have been no rules for combining 
STABLE-2007 with Risk Matrix – 2000 Sex (Thornton et al., 2003). This is an important gap as STABLE-
2007 is widely used by evaluators in the UK, where the routine static risk tool is the Risk Matrix – 2000 
Sex. This presentation will fill this gap by providing empirically-derived rules for combining Risk Matrix 
– 2000 Sex scores with STABLE-2007 scores. 
 
Data from the Dynamic Supervision Project (Hanson et al., 2007) will be used to score the Risk Matrix 
2000 – Sex for approximately 700 Canadian offenders on community supervision, with information on 
five recidivism outcomes (sexual, sexual including sexually-motivated technical breaches, violent, any 
crime, and any recidivism including technical breaches). The average follow-up time was approximately 
8 years, allowing for reliable estimates of fixed 5-year recidivism rates. Some approximations of Risk 
Matrix items are required to score the scale (e.g., the Risk Matrix victim items require convictions for 
the offence behaviour, but the available data does not indicate whether the victims are linked to 
official convictions). The resulting scale should, therefore, be considered an approximated version of 
the Risk-Matrix 2000 - Sex.  
 
The predictive accuracy of the approximated Risk-Matrix 2000 - Sex will be reported and compared to 
other risk scales in the current dataset and to other validations of the Risk-Matrix. Incremental validity 
will be examined using Risk-Matrix 2000 Sex, Static-99R, Static-2002R, and the STABLE-2007. 
Recommendations for using the Risk-Matrix in combination with other scales will be provided. 
Recidivism estimates will also be provided for combining the Risk Matrix with the STABLE-2007 (in 
supplementary handouts).  
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